
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – 6 December 2022 
Waupaca County Courthouse – LL43 

 
Vice-Chairman Golding called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and read the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Supervisors Sue Golding, Jack Spierings and John Miller were present. Chairman Pete Bosquez 
attended remotely.  Also, present, Ann Casamassa and John Francis from the Parks Department and Steve 
Rawson (public).  Supervisor Jake Timm was absent. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Spierings, seconded by Miller to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Spierings, seconded by Bosquez to approve the 4 
October 2022 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  Golding opened the floor to public comment or correspondence, there 
was none.    
 
County Forest Project – Update and discussion on horse group suggestions: Francis handed out an 
email from the horse group talking about their recent visit to the County Forest.  They were thankful for the 
recent updates including the larger parking lot, picnic shelter, and trail connections.  There was some 
discussion about how to make people aware that the park is there to be utilized.  
 
Casamassa reported that she recently met with the horse group and went over the proposed maps, they 
approved, and signs are now on order.  They suggested adding a horse-mounting platform or large stones to 
make it easier to get on the horses.  This was completed by a Highway Department employee that is also part 
of the horse group. He used some large rocks that they had at one of their shops.  Casamassa intends to have 
a hitching rail installed near the restroom next spring.  The Parks crew is doing some brushing and tree 
trimming at the County Forest this week to widen trails and remove higher risk trees.  She stated that the 
project was just about complete and that there would be a couple of gates installed in the spring to deter 
vehicles from driving onto the trails from Desert Road.   
 
Spierings stated that it was good to hear a compliment and thanked Casamassa and her crew for all the work 
they have done out there.  Golding stated that she thought it was a very nice place when she visited earlier in 
the year. 
 
Chief Waupaca Historical Site – Discuss Historical Society request to remove sign:  Francis stated that 
he contacted the local historical society to get an update on this process and read the email response from 
them to the Committee.  They are going to meet with the State Historical Society and representatives from the 
Forest County Potawatomi to discuss the removal and what sort of sign should be put in its’ place.  They said 
they would let us know what they come up with. 
 
Bosquez added that he had been doing some research on the site and he believes that Chief Waupaca is 
probably buried on the site but that many of the others mentioned on the historical marker sign may be buried 
nearby on private property.  He stated that in one of the books it references the stone marking the burial site.  
There was a picture showing the stone atop about a five-foot tall mound – that stone now sits level with the rest 
of the site. 
 
Camp Vic-To-Rae – Discuss idea for different vegetation management in the septic drain-field area: 
Bosquez said he recently talked with some folks that are part of a Monarch Butterfly rescue group that does 
plantings to help that species and others have suitable habitat.  He mentioned that the drain-field and the open 



 

 

field next to it might be a good site for a planting like this.  If a group was willing to help establish and guide in 
the maintenance of an area like this, it may be a good use of the area.  There was discussion about what sort 
of plants are used, if they can be on the drain-field itself, who would do the work and more.  The Committee 
was supportive of the effort to explore this option further.  Bosquez stated he would get in touch with the 
Butterfly representatives and see what it would take to make it happen. 
 
 
Budget to actual report – review and discuss:  Francis handed out copies of the October budget to actual 
report and the Parks Department 10-year capital list.  He went through the report and pointed out some lines 
that were not as would be expected for this time of year then explained what the issues were.  Overall, the 
budget is going as expected, no real surprises.  He then went over the listing of projects at the end of the 
report explaining status of each, which were complete, and what ones he will be asking Finance to roll over as 
they are not complete yet.  He also went over the capital list for 2022 and 2023 to update on the status of those 
projects not listed in the budget to actual report.  
 
Supervisor Report(s):  Conference, Seminar, Convention, and/or Webinars:  Golding asked if anyone had 
anything to report, there was nothing.   
 
Projects Update:  Casamassa reported on the following items: 

 Fairgrounds Winter Storage:  Storage is wrapped up and it went well this year.  Jake Stoeger ran the 
program this year and handled it well.  There were a lot of rescheduled appointments to deal with.  The 
buildings are mostly full, there is even a large 5th-wheel camper parked under the grandstands awning on 
the track, as there are no snowmobile races this year.   

 Marion Wayside Restroom:  The old restroom is gone and the hole is backfilled.  Highway Department did 
the work – there was a lot of concrete under that building!  Parks Staff will do the finish grading and plant 
grass in the spring. 

 Keller Park Trail:  There is now a ½-mile long limestone trail that runs from near the park entrance, past the 
campground area, and up to the restroom/playground area.  It turned out very nice.  Pete Tabor ran the 
tracked skid-steer we rented from Highway Department and did some very nice and creative work with the 
materials he had to work with (mostly rocks!)   

 Pauer’s Property update:  The Parks crew removed the old tool shed that was leaning over and the old 
outhouse building as well.  They cleaned up garbage and other materials laying around the property as 
well.  We still need to clean out the garage and house and secure all the buildings before the site opens in 
the spring.  A second gate was installed further down the driveway and we intend to build a small parking 
area in that clearing to give people a place to park when visiting, yet discouraging them from driving up to 
the buildings and on the trails.   

 Dog Park turnover update:  Francis stated that the City is on-board with taking over the Dog Park and we 
are working to get the fencing replaced prior to turnover using donated funds in the Dog Park account.  
Right now, it looks like the turnover will likely happen in early Spring of 2023. 

 
Upcoming meetings:  The next scheduled meeting was set for 9:00 am, 3 January 2023  
 
Adjourn:   Motion by Miller to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 10:02 am. 
   
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 

 


